Student Evaluation of Teaching, Spring 2018

Joanna Lawson, PHIL 101-001 INTRO: MAIN PROBS

Raters Students
Responded 36
Invited 38
Response Ratio 94.7%
Overall
Mean Median SD N gggg?;); Disagree Neutral Agree S;‘I’grrgy
1. Overall, this course was excellent. 483 500 045 36 0.0% 0.0 % 28% 1M1.1% 86.1%
2. Overall, | learned a great deal from this course. 475 5.00 050 36 0.0% 00% 28% 194% 778%
3. Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher. 488 500 033 34 00% 0.0 % 00% 11.8% 882%
4. The |nstructor was oqe of the best I have had at 463 500 055 35 0.0% 0.0 % 29% 314% 657 %
Carolina, fully deserving of a teaching award.
Instructor
Mean Median SD S.trongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
1. IP;lenisr:rtuh(i:;o;lglse:rly communicated what was expected 489 500 032 36 00% 0.0 % 00% 111% 88.9%
| was able to get individual help when | needed it. 494 500 024 35 00% 00% 00% 57% 943%
The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 478 500 054 36 0.0% 00% 56% 11.1% 833%
The instructor showed concern about whether students 486 500 042 36 0.0 % 0.0 % 28% 83% 88.9%
learned the material. ’ ’ ’ s s = R o
5. The instructor expressed ideas clearly. 489 500 032 36 0.0% 00% 00% 11.1% 889%
6. rTnhaettler:'structor showed enthusiasm for the subject 500 500 000 36 0.0% 0.0 % 00% 00% 100.0%
7. l’lr;zslnstructor showed enthusiasm for teaching the 497 500 017 36 00% 0.0 % 00% 28% 97.2%
8. Members of all races, e.thnlcmes,.and. gender identities 497 500 0417 36 0.0% 0.0 % 00% 28% 97.2%
were respected by the instructor in this course.
9. I:;;l?txttt'gpa' techniques engaged me with the 478 500 042 36 00% 00% 00% 222% 77.8%
10. gzgc"rr‘::::;tgr provided me with helpful feedbackonmy 4 o4 500 047 36 00% 00% 28% 139% 83.3%
11. The instructor handled questions well. 483 500 038 36 0.0% 0.0 % 00% 16.7% 83.3%
12. ;h: instructor used examples that had relevance for 483 500 038 36 00% 0.0 % 00% 167 % 83.3%
13. The instructor used class time well. 467 500 053 36 0.0% 0.0 % 28% 27.8% 694 %
14. l’lr;zslnstructor encouraged students to participate in this 497 500 0417 34 00% 0.0 % 00% 29% 971%
N Yes
The instructor provided regular assessment of my work throughout the semester. 36 97.2%
2. The instructor held class meetings consistent with the course syllabus and the official schedule published for this 36 100.0 %
course. -
3. Is this a required course for you? 36 50.0 %
Course
Mean Median SD N S.trongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
1. I:;:;“rf:ﬁfr‘a”e”ged me to think deeply about the 486 500 03536 00% 00% 00% 139% 86.1%
2. The course material (e.g., coursepack, website, texts) o o o o o
helped me better understand the subject matter. 4.78 500 042 36 00% 0.0 % 00% 222% 77.8%
3. The course assignments helped me better understand I\A Mg%l n OS% é\é Strongly Dj e l%e tral ﬁ’g e Strongly
e s o2 7B VEE" o DRAdtee 009 b56% 1969 s
This course was very exciting to me intellectually. 476 500 055 34 00% 00% 59% 11.8% 824%
5 E:rsnf:;rse was designed to keep me engaged in 48 500 03236 00% 00% 00% 11.1% 88.9%
6. The workload was appropriate for what | gained from 472 500 051 36 0.0% 0.0 % 28% 222% 75.0%

this class.




. Very More Most
Mean Median SD N Easy Easy Average Rigorous Rigorous
1. Rate the grading standards of this course compared with 297 300 070 36 00% 222% 611% 13.9% 28%
others you have taken at UNC.
2. Rate the workload required in this course compared with 289 300 075 36 56% 13.9% 69.4% 83% 289
others you have taken at UNC.
Reported Engagement
N 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 1012 12+
1. Please estimate the average.number of hours per week that you spent outside 36 00% 44.4% 472% 56% 2.8% 0.0 %
of class on work related to this course.
2. gl;z:ghow many times this semester have you met with the instructor outside of 35 343% 514% 143 % 0.0% 0.0% 0.0 %
Expected Grade
N A-orA BB‘:" C;_” C'C°r FE;"' Pass Fal H P L
T Z‘éﬁf;g;ade do you think you will get in this 35 657% 229% 86% 29% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Diversity and Inclusion
Mean Median SD S.trongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
1. ;Tfféﬁ?;i"y of my classmates enriched my leamingin 4 >5 400 080 36 00%  00% 222% 333% 44.4%
2.1 |ncre§sed my ability to work on a team thh students 414 400 083 36 0.0% 00% 27.8% 306% 41.7%
from different backgrounds and perspectives.
3. ran;;sc)Sv%urse exposed me to points of view different from 469 500 058 36 0.0 % 0.0 % 56% 194% 75.0%
4. :St;izas";f;?\f’;es:yare of multiple perspectives on 447 500 070 36 00%  00% 11.1% 30.6% 58.3%
5. The |nstrgctor, Joanna Lawson, valued the diversity of 478 500 042 36 0.0 % 0.0 % 00% 222% 77.8%
life experiences among students.
6. The |nstrugtor, Joanna Lawson, saw cultural and 474 500 051 35 0.0% 00% 29% 200% 77.1%
personal differences as assets.
7. In-c.;Iass actlyltles were organized to value the diversity 453 500 070 36 0.0 % 00% 111% 250% 63.9%
of life experiences among students.
|
Department Specific
Mean Median SD N St_rongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree
1. My knowledge of the field qf phllpsophy has significantly 483 5.00 038 36 0.0 % 00 % 00% 16.7% 83.3%
improved as a result of taking this course.
2 g”fﬁ:(:gg‘?hf:'gzuﬁ:‘ée improved significantly as aresult 4 33 500 079 36 00%  0.0%  19.4% 27.8% 528 %
3. My critical reasonjnng S'kl||S have improved significantly 461 5.00 055 36 0.0% 00 % 28% 33.3% 63.9%
as a result of taking this course.
4. In general, the topics that philosophers discuss are 458 5.00 065 36 0.0% 00 % 83% 250% 66.7 %

valuable and worthy of discussion.




Open-Ended Responses

Comments on Overall Assessment of This Course.

Comments

| think that the classes are too short for the discussions that take place, this class would be much more suited to a TuThr setup.

Mrs. Lawson is a passionate teacher and student of philosophy who is completely deserving of a PhD. This class was wonderfully
organized and any changes to the syllabus were communicated with the class weeks in advance and a brief explanation was given.
Mrs. Lawson was always in control of the classroom and kept us focus and engaged. Her enthusiasm in the subject matter and in
philosophy as a whole helped keep me engaged and excited about lecture. | enjoyed her lectures as she worked to get the class to
come to a conclusion as opposed to telling us the most agreed upon view in philosophy. Her powerpoints were easy to follow and
included the most important parts of our reading. For the more challenging readings, it helped to have Mrs. Lawson "translate" portions
and walk through the argument with us. Most classes students were randomly broken up into groups to discuss big topics or complete
small exercises. This helped me better understand and interact with my classmates as well as get a better grasp of the material. Lastly,
Mrs. Lawson was always available to meet outside of classes, even outside of office house. | really felt like she cared about me as a
person and a student. | will miss her as a teacher and wish her the best.

Really enjoy this class

Phenomenal course. | did not expect to enjoy the intro philosophy course, but | found it fascinating and really engaging. | think Joanna's
energy really helped to make this course enjoyable and the subject matter relevant to our lives.

Some of the grading was really harsh on the papers, especially but once | got a handle on what you were looking for it made it easier
Great introduction to a wide range of philosophical topics

Deaseanisidering becoming a philosophy major, and after this class, | officially added it as a major. | just wish there was more class time

o continue talking about the topics We were discussing.

| thoroughly enjoyed the course, the subject matter, and the teacher. | would definitely take it again!
It was a great class to take and | would take it again if | could.

Very fair grading and sufficient feedback was given on each and every assignment.

One of the best courses | have taken so far, and this is mostly done to the instructor

As an introductory to philosophy course, this class was very informative and set up a good foundation for anyone wishing to pursue
future philosophy classes. The material was engaging and the discussion in class was always entertaining. Being an early class, the
structure of the class and presentation of the material really made it worth while to wake up and go to class. | feel that the course
changed my perspective on certain topics and opened my mind to different interpretations.

The grading was a little tough, but that made me try harder to earn a good grade.
The assessments were fair and manageable

BEST CLASS EVER. But really, | never thought | would enjoy a philosophy 101 class so much. Professor Lawson has made this a great
experience.

This was a great course. Joanna is really passionate about philosophy and it comes out in the way she teaches.
| enjoyed this course MUCH more than | thought that | was going to! | think that was a great deal due to Joanna...she really made
learning philosophy enjoyable, and not overwhelming!

This course was great. | could not see me loving this class as much as | did without having Joanna Lawson. Coming into this class |
was nervous about how certain topics would be communicated but Mrs. Lawson did a fantastic job and really inspired me to look deeper
in the philosophy world. She challenged me every day with great reading and participating in class. Any ridiculous idea or comment |
had she was there to listen and talk deeper about.

A useful introduction to philosophy, introduces many concepts that challenge some of the usual ways of thinking

The course was eye—opening to problems in philosophy and the way they were presented by the professor made each interesting in
their own unique way.

Thought provoking and enjoyable course.

This class was the BEST that | have taken at UNC so far! This was made possible equally by the teacher and the material. The material
was interesting. | never wanted to miss my 8am because this was my favorite class. | appreciate the readings because they caused me
to think s much! This course covered a lot of material but it did not feel overwhelming the least bit.

| think mrs lawson is awesome professor to teach about philosophy.
Loved it. Looking forward to another philosophy course!

| really enjoyed the variety of topics discussed, how everyone was willing to share their thoughts and ideas. Joanna was an excellent
professor, both in engaging the class and in the knowledge of the topics discussed. She was very understanding of the diversity of the
students (willingness to speak up in class, cultural backgrounds, etc.) and accommodated everyone as much as she could. She was
also very fair and as unbiased as possible when grading papers and exams. Overall, it has been one of my favorite classes here at
UNC, despite the early hour.




Comments on Overall Assessment of This Instructor.

Comments

She made it interesting and didn't show any significant bias in what she proposed.

Joanna was an incredible Instructor, one of the best | have had at UNC or at my home university. Her enthusiasm is infectious and takes
the course to a whole new level. | did not think | would enjoy taking Philosophy, but | found | was looking forward to learning every class
because of her.

Mrs. Lawson is a fantastic instructor. | would love to have her again. She truly improved my understanding of philosophy.

So awesome! Always making sure to keep students engaged in lecture and always willing to help when we need it. Also very respectful
and values what every student has to say. Great professor.

She's just great. Tons of energy, passion for philosophy, and high respect for students and their opinions.

Professor Lawson is an amazing teacher. She made learning philosophy interesting and showed a lot of passion and interest in the
material. | was able to learn and understand concepts | didn't think | would be able to comprehend. Professor Lawson is also very
understanding of students who are quiet, which is very helpful.

| really enjoyed this glad. | love your enthusiasm for the subject and that is really something that | look for in professors because it
makes me value the subject more if the professor wants to be there, instead of just showing up every morning without really putting
effort and love into the subject.

Great attitude every day, especially for an 8 AM. It is easy to see her passion for the material and that pushes her students to want to
learn more about philosophy. Also, she gives specific great feedback on papers to help her students improve. Lastly, by the first week of
class she had every students name memorized, just shows how much she CARES about her students. Would take another class with
her.

Very enthusiastic and knowledgeable about the subject matter. Cared about the students and made each class interesting.
Joanna was a great teacher. | came in for office hours often, and she helped me delve further into the issues in that time.

She is very approachable outside of class and she explains concepts clearly if | am having trouble with the subject matter. She also was
very understanding when | would have to miss class because of sporting events and made it easy for me to catch up.

Very enthusiastic teacher with great energy and passion for teaching.

Very dedicated professor that really enjoys sharing the world of philosophy with others and does so in a fair, interesting way.
One of the best I've had at UNC because she is fair and communicates her expectations clearly.

Joanna is a great lecturer and will make an even better professor.

Professor Lawson is an amazing professor. It is very clear that she has a deep understanding of the material that we go over, and the
readings that are posted prior to class discussion, | felt, were very helpful in gaining a preliminary understanding of the topics. Overall, |
thought she was a fantastic professor, and should hired on the spot.

She is very helpful, easy to access outside of the class, and actually cares that her students understand the material.

Professor Lawson was engaged in the material and her passion for the subject made the class that much more enjoyable. She graded
fairly and always gave constructive criticism when needed, as well as credit where it was due.

Joanna is an excellent professor. | am grateful for her hard work to help me throughout the semester. She is approachable, which
makes it easy to get help when you need it.

I met with Joanna several times outside of class, and she was incredibly helpful, insightful, and understanding. | was very comfortable
meeting with her outside of class to discuss anything because she is incredibly warm and welcoming!

In addition, she was a fantastic lecturer. She explained ideas very clearly and made learning philosophy very fun!

since the first day | have been excited about this class and the topics we would learn and talk about in class due to her pure
enthusiasm. She has such a love for the class and topic, and does a great job communicating to the students. | don't know how much
she gets paid but no matter how much it IS NOT ENOUGH. A teacher like Mrs. Lawson is rare to find and I'm glad | had her as my
professor.

Teacher really made it, her energy and excitement for the topics made the class much more interesting

Excellent instructor who seems to genuinely care about exposing future generations to philosophical problems that will help guide our
decisions and consider options when going forward with our own careers.

She was a solid instructor who cared that her students were learning the material.
She is a fun, passionate, knowledgeable instructor.

Joanna Lawson is clearly very passionate about her job, is very transparent about her expectations, clear with her words, and very
thought—provoking. If | don't do my plan A career choice, I'd love to teach this class just like she did! With the amount of material that we
covered, it would be easy for some professors to make everything to feel so cluttered but she did not at all! Joanna Lawson clearly
cared about her students and whether or not they were actually learning.

Thank you for your help on open my eyes on philosophical thoughts.
Really great energy, her enthusiasm is contagious.

Joanna was a great professor; | really enjoyed coming to class because of her personality and how she engaged in the topics. She
made what could have been a very dry topic much more interesting and engaging to the students. She also researched supporting
materials (videos, outside knowledge, etc.) which added to the class. She was also very supportive of student participation; |
appreciated the notes/emails | would receive after class thanking me on my participation or thoughts about a particular topic. All in all, a
great professor!

Really good teacher!!
Easy to listen to during lectures




Comments on: The Instructor Provided Regular Assessment of My Work Throughout the Semester. (Comments)

Comment

- | would have liked comments of my second paper, but Mrs. Lawson did give me feedback on every reading assessment throughout the
semester.

- She is a very fast grader as well.

- In addition, she provided prompt grading of all assignments, so that was greatly appreciated!!!!

- Papers got great feed back. Reading responses were returned the following class and was able to talk to about them
- Reading responses with feedback, papers with feedback, etc.

How Did the Diversity of Your Classmates Contribute to Your Learning in This Course?

Comments

It didn't, not until the end, which is fine. When it did, I'm not sure how much it helped contribute to the learning of the material, but it
certainly had an influence on broadening perspectives about certain things.

The diversity of my classmates added to the depth of discussions in class and introduced me to new ideas and points of view.
Especially in philosophy, | think it is important to include a wide range of backgrounds and experiences to have meaningful and
productive discussions.

We talked about race and gender towards the end, so different backgrounds especially in regards to race and gender were very
valuable.

Were able to see different points of view from different people.

It provided different bases of knowledge for different issues. For example, when discussing feminism, the mixture of men and women
allowed us to bring both experiences to the table when discussing the issues.

The diversity of my classmates allowed me to see their perspective and their thoughts that may have been influenced due to their
background.

Their diversity was shown throughout some of their answers and it enhanced my knowledge of some of the material.
Intellectual discourse during class was much more enjoyable and varied due to the diversity of my classmates.

Especially in a class where there is no clear—cut right or wrong answer, the diversity of my classmates helped highlight the different
perspectives and interpretations of the topics presented in this course. Overall, | felt that the environment was open for discussion and
was respectful of others' opinions and it is in this way that | felt that the diversity of my classmates really bolstered my learning in this
course.

We were able to get different perspectives of the various topics we talked about such as race and gender.
| was able to see other peoples perspective and see how peoples backgrounds affect their viewpoints and philosophy

We did a lot of group work which allowed different perspectives to come together. We also discussed intersectionality as a topic which
encouraged discussions about diversity

My classmates all brought different perspectives to class enabling me to see topics beyond my own understanding.
N/A

Since this is a philosophy class where it teaches the aspects of meaning of life. The diversity of my classmates brought in different
aspects to culture and meaning of life in different cultures.

Others were able to speak up about their own experiences, some things that | would have not thought of or known about on my own.
It really didn't until the unit on oppression.

The various backgrounds of the individual students weighed heavily on the discussion topics.

Didnt affect it.

Different points if view.

Everyone had different experiences and therefore different viewpoints in the class discussions. Although they were different, we were
always able to make connections.

We have learned how diversity matters in our life

Critical thinking is really imperative to this subject matter, and when others have different ideas or come from different backgrounds, it's
conducive to sharpening critical thinking. | also have more fully developed beliefs because of the diversity found in class.

Different opinions and backgrounds; different ways of thinking about a particular topic
Give a lot of new thoughts

Very inclusive of everyone




How Might the Class Climate Be Made More Inclusive of Diverse Students?

Comments

Why does this matter? UNC is 70% white, 60% female. If you're looking for racial diversity look elsewhere, if you want diversity of
opinion you're already doing the best you can.

Style of lecture room/classroom. Hard to have discussions with the lecture—style room as opposed to like a classroom

Mrs. Lawson did a wonderful job ensuring that all students felt included. The only thing I could think of would be to dedicate a portion of
lecture some days (or a whole class once a semester) to students with diverse backgrounds who wish to talk about how their
backgrounds/roots have influenced the way they think and what holds meaning in their lives. As a way to prevent these students from
being put on the spot, an email may be sent out at the beginning of the semester to gage the interest in this idea and who would be
interested.

| think it already was very inclusive.

Some of the articles made me not want to speak up because of my views, but then again | spoke up a majority of the time, or at least |
was tried to

It was ideal. The presence of diversity was addressed, but our conversations were based on the intellectual merit of our ideas rather
than our identity.

I think it is very inclusive, we read a multitude of philosophical articles and some deal with diversity.
It was very inclusive of diverse students!

Professor Lawson has created a class climate were there is complete inclusion. | don't think any improvements are needed; the climate
is already quite good.

The climate, as is, was very very respectful of different opinions so | don't think that anything needs to be changed.
There would be a wider range of varying opinions.
nothing it was great

A lot of the class is discussion—based, so diverse perspectives are welcome. Joanna already recognized the fact that some people may
not have the opportunity to speak up in class each day, so she encouraged everyone to participate at least once a week. So, | would
say the class climate is very inclusive!

This class was very inclusive.
N/A

The class climate is super inclusive to every student in the class Joanna Lawson does a great job not separating people but just making
everyone feel 100 percent the same during the class

I think it did pretty well, all were encouraged to speak and weren't ostracized or anything

It can't. What | appreciated from Ms. Lawson was that she treated everyone equally. Therefore, students felt included because they
were all treated as equal students on the same playing field. | think this University has a lot to learn from Joanna Lawson.

| genuinely don't believe that much more could be done to be inclusive. It is a very inclusive class.
Not much to do

It was inclusive

I'm not really sure

| have learned about others diverse thoughts about philosophy

Maybe more surveys or polls. More of a draw on current politics.

| thought it was a very approachable environment where anyone could feel comfortable in sharing their ideas and thoughts. | don't think
| would change anything.

Group activities
It already is




